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Mission
Zonta International is a leading global service organisation of professionals empowering women worldwide through
service and advocacy.
Vision
Zonta International envisions a world in which women’s rights are recognised as human rights and every woman is able
to achieve her full potential.
In such a world, women have access to all resources and are represented in decision making positions on an equal basis
with men.
In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence
Theme
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy

President’s Report
Dear Friends,
This has been a particularly challenging month for our club. For the first time we have not been able to
physically meet at our regular time and have sought other ways of keeping in touch and maintaining our
efforts.
We have set up a messenger chat line to enable us to quickly respond to member issues and this was an interesting way of
conducting both our AGM and our usual monthly meeting. As one member was unable to join via video link our meetings
were conducted via text. Luckily, our small numbers meant that it was not too laborious, but texting takes much longer than
speaking. We were able to elect Carmen Will as Vice President, Alexa Little as Correspondence Secretary, Liz Bice as
Treasurer and Lyn Furner-Smith as Director. Aileen and I have another year in our terms of office.
Our annual report was presented and approved, and copies will be forwarded. It is remarkable when you read through this to
realise these results have been achieved by only 6 members and Club Friends. We are working through how we can move
forward within the current restrictions. We have cancelled upcoming fundraisers, postponed the launch of our major raffle
and have suspended our quilting sessions. Alexa, Aileen, Carmen and Liz have found ways to work on breast cushions
whilst following social isolation rules.
Area 2 Presidents have met using Zoom and this has allowed a larger number to participate and for Governor Jane to attend
and update us on convention processes now that the convention has been cancelled. District 23 has a Zoom licence and
clubs are able to access zoom for their own meetings and we plan to use it for our May meeting.
On Monday Governor Jane met with over 20 Presidents from the district and was able to update us on how we will proceed
with the elections and voting in the absence of a convention. This was also held using Zoom and comments were that
continuing to have access to this technology would be helpful. Clubs shared some of their fundraising ideas and other
activities when meeting together has not been an option.
Our facebook page has had increased traffic and we placed an appeal for rugs on it recently. We were concerned that we
had less rugs produced than usual as we had fewer members, reduced access to the Helping Hand centre while it was
renovated and then closure of the centre during the Covid-19 period. The appeal was highly successful with a number of
contacts offering to provide knitted and crocheted rugs and quilts. We will make arrangements to collect them when social
distancing is no longer an issue. It has been heartening to have this level of support.
We have also used facebook to continue our Birthing Kit appeal and suggested that this could also be a meaningful gift for
Mothers’ day. Supporting others become mothers is a worthy cause and ensuring that safe births occur with $5 could be the
ultimate gift.
While it may seem that the end is in sight, we need to maintain the restrictions as stopping too soon could start the cycle
again. Look after yourself so you can help others.
Yours in Zonta Fellowship,

Pam Fletcher
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2020

May

2

Quilting Workshop—CANCELLED

5

Handover/Biennium Dinner—CANCELLED

6

General Meeting (via “Zoom”) — 3PM

June

July

General Meeting—Date and time to be confirmed
13

Quilting Workshop—CANCELLED

4-8

International Convention—Chicago, USA. CANCELLED

All dates are for a Saturday, and the workshops run from 1.00 pm – 5.00
pm.
At Parafield Gardens Helping Hand, 437 Salisbury Highway, Parafield
Gardens.
Please remember that our quilting workshops are a rare opportunity to spend
time with fellow Zontians in a relaxed atmosphere – and the resulting quilts will
benefit those in our wider community who have special needs.
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Screenshot of “Zoom” meeting with D23 Governor Jane and district
presidents on Monday 4 May 2020.

Update of the Salisbury IWD
Cocktail Evening article from
April 2020 Zeal
The Acknowledgement of
Country was made by local
young aboriginal women, Kira
Bain, whose name wasn’t
available at the time of
publication.
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For over 10 years, the first Wednesday in May has been an occasion for Australians around the nation to
commemorate those lost to domestic and family violence.
On this day, we stand in solidarity alongside those impacted by violence and abuse, and their families and loved
ones. In this spirit of solidarity, we call for a shared future without violence, which we all have a hand in shaping -individuals, families, communities and governments alike.
This year, in South Australia, we especially honour the memories of our First Nations sisters and their children whose
lives have been lost due to domestic and Aboriginal family violence. We also look to Elders past, present and
emerging for their wisdom and guidance in healing our collective communities, and recognise that family violence has
no place in First Nations cultures.
The recent death of Kim Murphy also weighs heavy on our hearts and we hold her memory in our thoughts and
reflections on this day.
As we physically distance ourselves due to COVID-19 during this time, we invite the South Australian community to
connect socially and responsibly in a virtual action on Wed 6 May, with a physical gathering planned for a safer date
later in the year.
Join us on social media from 5:30pm, Wed 6 May to light a candle and hold a moment of silence. We invite you to
share photos of your candles with the hashtags #VigilSA and #StandByUs to connect with others during the event.
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On Friday last week, the Greater Sydney Commission launched a Women’s Safety Charter,
to help make Sydney a better place for women and girls to live, work and play! 🎉
We’re Ginette, Elizabeth and Alice – three of Plan International Australia’s Youth Activists – and
we’re so pleased to see our ongoing advocacy contribute to such an enormous win.
The Women's Safety Charter builds on Plan International’s groundbreaking research on girls'
experiences as they move around cities. It also draws from the Women’s Night Safety Charter
operating in London, and our work with the Committee for Sydney on the social and economic
impact of girls and women being and feeling unsafe in the city (Safety After Dark, 2019).
As Plan International Australia’s Youth
Activists, we were involved in co-designing the
Free to Be crowd-mapping tool, rallying
participation in the research and adding girls’
voices to the national conversation about our
right to live safely in our cities.

“The establishment of the charter
and the innovation challenge is
exciting because it shows young
women like us that our voices are
being heard and the government

Following the release of the research findings
on International Day of the Girl in 2018, we’ve
been advocating with the Greater Sydney
Commission, NSW transport authorities, and
other organisations to implement the
recommendations.

cares about our safety.”
– Elizabeth Payne

It’s been amazing to see how committed they are to taking this issue seriously, and to know that we
have shone a light on a previously invisible issue so that organisations can take meaningful action.
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Continued on Page 6……………….

…………...Continued from Page 5

In the Greater Sydney Women’s Safety Charter, we can see that we’ve been heard.
To address the research recommendations, Sydney’s charter goes beyond international
initiatives like London’s Night Safety Charter by:
•
•
•

Acknowledging that the research shows harassment and abuse doesn’t just
happen at night;
Focusing on improved reporting processes; and
Establishing mechanisms for ongoing data collection to build understanding of the
issue.

Directly after the Charter launch, Transport for
NSW threw their weight behind it by
announcing the ‘Safety After Dark’ Innovation
Challenge to find new and effective ways to

"Plan International Australia
brought us here, having worked
with dozens of other changemaking organisations I'm sure that
Plan International is where the
most exiting change is coming
from"

combat the problem of harassment on public
transport.
This is another big win (yay!) as the Free to Be
research showed that the majority of
harassment and abuse in public spaces
happens on and around transport.

– Ginette Rivas

The challenge calls for people to analyse the Free to Be data, consult with girls and young women,
and come up with holistic solutions that don’t put the onus on women and girls to look after their
own safety – all key recommendations from our research!
Thank you for celebrating this win with us! And for your part in creating a freer, safer, more equal
world for everyone.
In solidarity,
Ginette, Elizabeth and Alice, on behalf of Plan International Australia’s Youth Activists.
We strive for a just world that advances children's rights and equality for girls.
JOIN US

13 75 26 | 9am - 5pm AEST
Plan International Australia | ABN 49 004 875 807
Privacy policy | Unsubscribe from campaign emails | Unsubscribe | Plan Website
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Voices from the frontline: Zevonia Vieira
April 30, 2020

UN Women is bringing the voices of women on the front lines of the
pandemic. As essential workers, care givers and journalists, here are
some s(h)eroes who are out there, every day, protecting and serving their
communities.
Zevonia Vieira, Journalist, Timor-Leste

Zevonia Vieira, is the President of Timor-Leste Journalists Association and now reporting from the front line of
COVID-19 outbreak every day. “As a journalist, I have an obligation to share information with the public at any time,
including during this outbreak. People want reliable information,” she says.
As countries around the world struggle to limit the spread of the disease, journalists like Zevonia are putting
themselves at risk every day to get credible information and to educate the public about recommended prevention
measures.
Timor-Leste announced state of emergency in late March, and the government has issued social distancing orders
and ensuring that front line workers get access to protective equipment. The journalists in Timor-Leste have called
for the government to provide a media centre, with enough space and appropriate infrastructure to allow journalists
to maintain social distancing while they are working.
Zevonia is also a single mother and breadwinner for her family. During this crisis, balancing her professional and
caregiving roles has been a challenge, like most other working parent. “After a full day of being at work, once I

arrive home, I have to tenderly take care of my family’s needs and spend time with my son until he goes to bed.
Then, late at night I will continue writing,” she shares.
Zevonia is committed to her work, but exhausted. To get through this crisis, collaboration with governments is key,
she says.
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Zonta Club of Para District Area Inc.
https://www.entbook.com.au/163j482
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“Birthing Kit Drive”
Our Zontians have decided to have a Birthing Kit Drive. As the cost of assembling these kits has risen to
$5 a kit we have used our shopping centre displays to encourage people to donate towards one or more
kits. When we have raised sufficient for the minimum 200 kits, we will contact those who have donated
and are interested to our assembly day inviting them to participate. We think that this would be one way
people could see a direct value in their donation and we could spread the word about birthing kits. It
could be made as a donation or present to relatives and friends who really do not need gifts.
With Mothers’ Day coming up, why not consider a donation through our club and help mothers in
developing countries.

Birthing Kit donation form

I want to help save a mother and child by providing the funds for a birthing kit to
be assembled and sent overseas to those in need. Each kit costs $5 to
assemble, pack and send.
Name:
Email:
Landline/Mobile number:
I would like to donate $______
Please contact me when kits will be assembled as I may like to attend
Yes / No
Thank you for your donation of $_____ toward the assembling of birthing kits.
We appreciate your support and if you have indicated interest, we will contact
you when we organise the assembly day and you will be invited to participate
Please print, complete and return form with payment to:
PO Box 715
Salisbury SA 5108

Donations can also be made as a Direct Deposit
Account Name: Zonta Club of Para District Area Inc.
BSB: 105056
Account Number: 237631040
Please send notification of your donation to Treasurer@zontaparadistrict.org.au

@Zontaparadistrictarea

www.zontaparadistrict.org.au

enquiries@zontaparadistrict.org.au
or contact Pam Fletcher 0455 866 408
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pamelajune6@bigpond.com

OBJECTS OF ZONTA INTERNATIONAL
•

To improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health and professional status of women at
the global and local level through service and advocacy.

•

To work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill and peace through a world fellowship of
members.

•

To promote justice and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

•

To be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, to implement service programs, and to

provide mutual support and fellowship for members who serve their communities, their nations
and the world.

ZONTA THANKS
Wherever your country of birth, whatever your faith or creed, give thanks for the meal we share
tonight in Zonta fellowship. But remember too those who have had no food today; not with
guilt that we have so much, but with hope that through Zonta service and advocacy, they
too may come to share the same in peace and harmony.
Tricia Summerfield, Zonta Club of Perth

MEETING NIGHTS (each month)
South Australian Clubs
Adelaide

1st Wednesday

Adelaide Flinders

3rd Wednesday

Adelaide Hills

4th Wednesday

Adelaide Torrens

2nd Tuesday

Fleurieu Peninsula

4th Tuesday

Gawler

2nd Wednesday

Noarlunga Southern Vales 4th Wednesday

Mt Barker

3rd Tuesday

Port Lincoln

Riverland

1st Tuesday

4th Tuesday
Lower Eyre

3rd Tuesday

Meetings held first Tuesday of each month
from February to December

Cancelled until further notice due
to Covid-19 regulations

President: Pam Fletcher—0455 866 408
Correspondence Secretary: Alexa Little—08 8250 3753
secretary@zontaparadistrict.org.au
Email: enquiries@zontaparadistrict.org.au
Posted Mail: PO Box 715, Salisbury, SA 5108

Website: www.zontaparadistrict.org.au

Email: enquiries@zontaparadistrict.org.au

@Zontaparadistrictarea
ZEAL Editor: Alexa Little; alexa@little.id.au
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